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More Public Art for Governors Island 

 
- Mira Schendel 
 
When a new 30-acre park opens at the southern end of Governors Island on May 24, it will boast a grove of 
hammocks, two ball fields, a formal garden and play areas with climbable structures and spray showers. It 
will also be part of an ambitious backdrop for a new public art program taking shape on this 172-acre island, 
the former Army and Coast Guard base in  New York Harbor. The  city took control of Governors Island in 
2010, and each year there’s more to do and see, attracting thousands of visitors during the summer months. 
 
The new Governors Island Park, with sweeping views of New York Harbor, Lower Manhattan and the Statue of 
Liberty, will be a canvas for artists to create site-specific installations. Susan Philipsz has composed a sound 
piece inspired by the island’s military history. Based on the notes of the taps military bugle call, it will be 
played every day at 6 p.m. “It’s like the ghost of the former military base,” said Tom Eccles, who is organizing 
the island’s public art program. 
 
Mr. Eccles, director of the Center for Curatorial Studies at Bard College in Annandale-on-Hudson, N.Y., said 
he was trying to create “a sense of journey and discovery which is uniquely suitable to finding works of art in 
the landscape.” He asked the sculptor Mark Handforth to create an exhibition consisting of four totem-like 
sculptures, surreal works that include “Painted Phone,” a 30-foot bronze tree with lopped-off limbs cradling a 
blue phone. The works by Mr. Handforth will be in place for about two years. Ms. Philipsz’s sound composition 
is permanent. 
 
The British artist Rachel Whiteread is creating a cast concrete structure resembling an abandoned shed, to be 
placed permanently on Discovery Hill, south of the new park. Set for completion in 2015, it will look like a 
found yet familiar object hidden in the woods. 

  “Painted Phone” Mark Handforth 


